Pennypot Lane

Field 0081

Private Gypsy Caravan Site
	
	DATE
	REF
	RELEASE & INFORMATION

	
	
	
	· Weekend 8th/9th February 2003, the site was occupied by 15 caravans, 4 of which appeared to be occupied, together with various vehicles.  At the same time, hardcore building material was brought onto the site.
· Planning application submitted on Monday 10th February 2003, for ‘Use of land as a private gypsy caravan site’.

· Application drawings show vehicular access off Pennypot Lane with street lit roadway and landscaped entrance, 26 individual plots each with entrance gates, space for 40ft. x 20ft. Caravan trailer and 3 or 4 car parking spaces.

	1
	13/02/03
	015/03
	Planning Breaches At Pennypot Lane, Chobham

	
	
	
	· Council attended the High Court on Wednesday 12th February, Council was granted an interim injunction to prevent any further breaches of planning control against Tony Doherty, Matthew Willett, Morris Cooper, Jonathan Brazil, Joe Smith, Joe Wenman, Walter Beaney, Dave Price & Steve Doherty.

· Injunction restrains landowners and occupiers from depositing more hardcore or carry out any further works.  Use the land for stationing caravans or bring onto the land any further caravans.

· Injunction to be served on Thursday 13th February 2003 @ 12.20pm.

	
	
	
	

	2
	11/03/03
	024/03
	Pennypot Lane Planning Application To Be Considered At Committee

	
	
	
	· Special Planning Applications Meeting to be held on Monday 24th March 2003 @ 7pm, to consider planning application submitted by Mr Matthew Willett.

	
	
	
	

	3
	26/03/03
	029/03
	Gypsy Site Proposal Refused

	
	
	
	· Special Planning Applications committee agreed that the proposal was clearly contrary to Green Belt policy, having an adverse impact on the flood plain, not being a sustainable development in terms of highway provision and having an impact on nature conservation.
· In closed session, the committee resolved to serve an Enforcement Notice requiring that the unauthorised users on the site cease and the removal of all caravans and buildings, building material and restoration of the land.  This notice is to be served on Tuesday 1st April 2003.
· The period of compliance and under the terms of the notice, the occupiers are required to cease the unauthorised use of the land for a private Gypsy caravan site and remove all caravans, portable structures and buildings associated with the unauthorised use from the land on or before Friday 1st August 2003 (3 months).  The remaining requirements of the notice are required to be complied with on or before Saturday 1st November 2003 (6 months).

	
	
	
	

	4
	14/04/03
	044/03
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Chobham – Application Listed For Hearing  At High Court

	
	
	
	· Breaches of injunction made on Wednesday 12th February 2003 (Between 13th February to 2nd April).

· The Council has issued proceedings in High Court for an application for committal, as a result of the defendants (Tony Doherty, Matthew Willett, Morris Cooper, Jonathan Brazil, Joe Smith, Joe Wenman, Walter Beaney, Dave Price & Steve Doherty) being in contempt of the Court Order.
· Application seeks an order that the defendants be committed to prison and/or be given a fine and/or given security for good behaviour.

	
	
	
	

	5
	25/04/03
	048/03
	New Policy – Unauthorised Travellers Site

	
	
	
	· Wednesday 23rd April 2003, SHBC adopted a new policy to assist in resolving unauthorised traveller occupation on sites in the Borough.

· In past there has been delays as a result of landowners not wishing to co-operate, therefore the Council  will now be able to use its Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) powers to purchase sites.

	
	
	
	

	6
	06/05/03
	054/03
	High Court Judge Adjourns Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Committal Applications

	
	
	
	· High Court on Friday 2nd May 2003 application for the committal of the nine landowners (Tony Doherty, Matthew Willett, Morris Cooper, Jonathan Brazil, Joe Smith, Joe Wenman, Walter Beaney, Dave Price & Steve Doherty) and occupiers was adjourned, due to only one respondent turning up at court.

· New date for the hearing will be on Monday 19th May 2003.

	
	
	
	

	
	NOTE
	
	· An appeal lodged against the refusal of planning consent on Saturday 10th May 2003.  The Planning Inspectorate accepted the appeal as being valid on Tuesday 20th May 2003.

· The Council has drawn to the attention of the Planning Inspectorate that the ownership certificate had been completed incorrectly.  The certificate had been completed as though Mr Willett was the sole owner of the land.  However a further person had been registered as a n owner of the land with HM Land Registry and several occupiers of the land had stated that they had ‘purchased’ their respective plots.

	
	
	
	

	7
	20/05/03
	058/03
	High Court Fails To Enforce Its Own Injunction

	
	
	
	· High Court on Monday 19th May 2003 following adjournment on Friday 2nd May 2003.

· His Honour was not interested in any contempt of court and only concerned with preserving the current situation.
· The Court declined to commit any of the defendants to prison but ordered a fresh injunction against the original defendants and a further 24 people who either indicated to the Court that they were in occupation of the land or who were named in the Council’s claim for a permanent injunction.

· The terms of the injunction were the brining onto the land any further caravans and/or mobile homes for the purpose of residential occupation or any other purposes(whether the purposes of replacement or otherwise without the written consent of the claimant) in breach of planning control.

	
	
	
	

	8
	01/07/03
	075/03
	Planning Applications Committee Receive Latest Position On Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Chobham

	
	
	
	· Planning Applications Committee on Monday 30th June 2003.
· No appeal has been lodged against the Enforcement Notice authorised on Monday 24th March 2003.

	
	
	
	

	9
	20/08/03
	086/03
	Meeting of the Executive Authorise the Employment of Security for & around Pennypot Lane

	
	
	
	· Meeting of Executive on Tuesday 19th August 2003 authorised the employment of security company to undertake mobile patrols in and around Pennypot Lane.
· 

	
	
	
	

	10
	18/11/03
	108/03
	Planning Inspector Adjourns Pennypot Lane Inquiry

	
	
	
	· Planning Inquiry on Tuesday 18th November 2003 at SSH.

· Adjourned by the Inspector, Mr Martin Andrews, to permit the appellants more time to lodge evidence in support of their case.  The inquiry was rescheduled to resume on Tuesday 24th February 2004.

	
	
	
	

	11
	25/02/04
	07/04
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Chobham – Resumption of Planning Inquiry

	
	
	
	· Planning Inquiry on Tuesday 24th February 2003 at SHH.

· Counsel for the appellant Mr Matthew Willett, advised that he had withdrawn his appeal against the refusal of planning permission the previous day.

· An application for costs incurred by the Council in respect of the wasted costs to date will reopen the inquiry on Friday 27th February 2004.

· Two items to be on Council’s agenda

	
	
	
	

	12
	27/02/04
	10/04
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Chobham – Council Issues High Court Proceedings

	
	
	
	· Issue High Court proceedings on Friday 27th February 2004, against 36 named occupiers and other persons unknown of Field 0081.

	
	
	
	

	13
	24/03/04
	17/04
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane, Chobham – Injunction Update

	
	
	
	· High Court on Tuesday 23rd February 2004 to seek a permanent injunction against the 35 named occupiers and other persons unknown of Field 0081.
· Council was advised that some of named defendants had instructed a firm of solicitors to represent them and that they would oppose the injunction application.  The Court would not grant an injunction without hearing the full arguments form both sides.

· A full hearing of the issues would take place on Tuesday 4th May 2004 for five days.

	
	
	
	

	14
	05/05/04
	22/04
	Field 0081, Pennypot lane – Injunction Update

	
	
	
	· High Court on Tuesday 4th May 2004.
· Judge determined that it was appropriate to grant the permanent injunction, but was suspended pending the outcome of a planning application that had been submitted by the occupiers of the land during the intervening period.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	· 

	
	
	
	

	15
	13/08/04
	51/04
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane – Planning Inquiry

	
	
	
	· Planning Inquiry - 15th to 18th and 22nd to 23rd February 2005. 

	
	
	
	

	
	NOTE
	
	Pre Inquiry meeting held on Tuesday 14th December 2004.

	
	
	
	

	16
	21/01/05
	03/05
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane – Public Planning Inquiry

	
	
	
	· Planning Inquiry Library will open on Monday 24th January 2005.

· The Public Inquiry against the refusal of planning permission will open on Tuesday 15th February @ 10.00am, Council Chamber SSH.
· Public inquiry held on 15th-18th and 21st-25th February 2005 against the refusal of SHBC to grant planning permission for the use as a 26 pitch gypsy caravan site.

	
	
	
	

	
	NOTE
	
	· The second planning application was refused planning permission by the Council.

· This application is now subject to the appeal proceedings upon which the First Secretary of State will be involved.

	
	
	
	

	17
	17/06/05
	61/05
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane – First Secretary of State Dismisses Appeal

	
	
	
	· Thursday 16th June 2005 First Secretary of State dismissed appeal made by appellants.

· First Secretary of State concluded that the proposed site would be inappropriate development in the Green Belt and would cause significant harm to conservation interests.  Part of the site was liable to flooding.

	
	
	
	

	18
	21/10/05
	90/05
	Field 0081, Pennypot Lane – Committal Proceedings

	
	
	
	· High Court - Friday 14th October 2005, Honourable Mr Justice Mackay heard application by SHBC for an order for committal against those persons in occupation of Field 0081.

· 9 defendants were in contempt of court for failing to comply with the court order dated Tuesday 4th May 2004.

· Mr David Price Snr, Mr David rice Jnr, Mr Jack Ayres and Mr John Lee were given 3 month prison sentences.  Lily Price, Lily Rose Lee, Dawn Price, Mary Coffey and Tana Price were fined £1,000 to be payed within 3 months; failing could be committed to prison.

	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	

	
	
	
	· Saturday 26th November 2005.

	
	
	
	Return to web site


